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Officials In Nuevo Laredo City &amp; Tamaulipas State
Protest Decision To Divert Cargo Traffic To Nuevo Leon
Bridge
by Carlos Navarro
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, September 8, 1993
In a controversial directive, Mexican customs authorities in mid-August instructed all Mexican
cargo trucks transporting goods to Laredo, Texas, to temporarily use the Solidarity bridge at
Colombia, Nuevo Leon state, rather than at the two bridges at Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas state.
The Solidarity bridge is located about 20 miles west of Nuevo Laredo. The Treasury Secretariat
(Secretaria de Hacienda y Credito Publico, SHCP), which has jurisdiction over the Mexican customs
service, promised that the rerouting will only last at most three months, depending on how quickly
Tamaulipas state authorities are able to complete work on an export inspection lot. However, the
directive drew protests from government and business officials in Tamaulipas state, led by Nuevo
Laredo Mayor Horacio Garza, who claimed the federal government had other reasons for diverting
the traffic. According to El Financiero International weekly business newspaper, the diversion of
traffic is part of a scheme by the federal government and the state of Nuevo Leon to raise funds-via collection of export fees at the Colombia bridge to help pay banks for US$200 million loans
taken for construction of the 103-mile super highway that connects Monterrey city with the USMexico border in Tamaulipas. In addition, some funds are needed to finance construction of the
Solidarity bridge itself, little used until now because of its remote location away from the main
highways. The US and Mexico evenly split the cost of bridge construction, which totaled US$100
million. Garza told the government news agency Notimex that diverting traffic is unnecessary for
such a long period, since construction on all truck platforms at the Nuevo Laredo export facility is
already complete and the computer equipment needed to operate the facility has been installed.
The decision to divert cargo traffic will prove detrimental to Nuevo Laredo, since 10% of the tolls
collected at the city's two international bridges are transferred to the city budget. Roughly 52%
of Mexico's land-based exports to the US are shipped through Laredo. For his part, Elmo Alanis
Gomez, director of the Development Agency for Northern Nuevo Leon (Desarrollo del Norte de
Nuevo Leon, FIDENOR) said 800 to 1,000 trucks are expected to cross the Colombia bridge daily
during the two- or three-month period in which the Nuevo Laredo facilities will remain closed.
Before the closure of Nuevo Laredo crossings, only 100 to 150 trucks were using the Colombia bridge
daily. Officials in Laredo, Texas, have not taken sides, since the city's limits cover the area across
from the Colombia bridge, as well as across from Nuevo Laredo, and thus Laredo will not lose out
in collection of import fees. However, Mexican truckers complain that they must travel on a 20-mile
road that is poorly maintained in order to reach the Colombia bridge from Nuevo Laredo. "The road
is not very wide," truck driver Guillermo Ramirez told El Financiero International. "In reality, it is
dangerous." In addition to the travel hazard, freight companies must contend with higher fuel and
maintenance costs. Because the Solidarity Bridge remains the only viable crossing in Nuevo Leon
state, which shares only a 12-mile border with the US, some border business operators suggest the
dispute between Tamaulipas and Nuevo Leon may not end when the two- or three-month period
expires. "There's a big battle going on for those fees and tariffs," said Laredo customs house broker
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Rudy Miles. (Sources: Notimex, 07/15/93, 08/21/93; La Jornada, 08/24/93; El Financiero International,
08/30/93)
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